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Mr. Frank Wilson

President & Chief Executive Officer

1900 Main P.O. Box 61429

Houston, Texas  77208-1429

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Boulevard Oaks Civic Association (“BOCA”) has received numerous requests from officials with METRO and the City of Houston for its current opinion on the placement of the proposed University Line.  Representatives from the greater BOCA neighborhood consisting of some 1,200 properties, including most of the BOCA Board members, have attended most of the public forums held on this subject and some have addressed those forums.  

We believe that the issue of expanding the public transit system is crucial to the future of the City due to a burgeoning population, increasing densities and a growing population segment with limited mobility options.  Failure to do so will result in congestive gridlock, flight from the City and reduction in tax base.

The Board has carefully considered its own position based upon the information gathered at those meetings and from our membership.  BOCA’s initial position on the placement of the University Line was to advocate support for neither the Richmond nor Westpark routes while vigorously opposing any placement of the line that would cross Kirby Drive at Westpark and/or use the property located between US 59 and Vassar Street.   After much consideration BOCA hereby clarifies and expands its position.  

BOCA currently supports placement of the University Line on Richmond Avenue between Edloe on the west and Main Street on the east.  The routes selected east of Main Street and west of Edloe should be determined after further careful study by METRO and input from

all affected parties.  Currently, BOCA also opposes dropping the rail line down into the Southwest Freeway.  BOCA will review subsequent METRO proposals and will offer comments as such proposals are presented.

BOCA  supports this placement for the following reasons:

1. It serves the high density commercial centers of Greenway Plaza and thus should have more immediate users and greater long term ridership.

2. It should reduce traffic congestion in the Greenway Plaza area during the work week.

3. It is closer to Lakewood Church whose current car parking requirements nearly fill up existing parking spaces on Wednesdays and Sundays, and doubtless at other times.
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4. It is closer to Alabama and Westheimer and to destinations located on those streets which should also generate greater ridership.

5. It will affect fewer residential dwellings than placement on the south side of US 59 along Vassar.  We believe, in making condemnation decisions, that residential areas should be favored over commercial sites.

6. There is ample room to expand commercial and residential development both north and south of Richmond Avenue.

7. There are no major power line issues.

8. There is no substantial chance of flooding along this route.

9. There are significant opportunities for builders and developers to increase the tax base of a rejuvenated Richmond east of Kirby.

10. The ongoing traffic backups for eastbound traffic exiting 59 east of Edloe will be minimized or at least not exacerbated, thus promoting safety.

Additional Factors to be Addressed

BOCA’s current support of the Richmond placement east of Edloe and west of Main Street is contingent on the following factors being addressed prior to the beginning of construction:

1. Affected property owners must be adequately compensated both for the loss of the property upon condemnation and for the disruption to their business during construction.

2. All available “quick construction” techniques should be used to minimize the duration of construction on the line to minimize disruption of ongoing businesses.

3. Interference with northbound and southbound traffic crossing Richmond should be minimized.  BOCA is a neighborhood already traversed by five streets which cross US 59 in five consecutive blocks.  These streets carry traffic north and south across US 59 at Hazard, Dunlavy, Woodhead, Mandell and Graustark.  To have northbound traffic back up across these bridges into this neighborhood because of train traffic would be unacceptable. 

We attach for your use a visual aid that the BOCA Board found useful in its deliberations.  We would be glad to furnish you with a PDF of this drawing at your request.  We intend to share this drawing with our membership.  We look forward to continued discussions with METRO and the City regarding this very important project for the future of Houston.

Sincerely,

Norman A. Rund, President

Boulevard Oaks Civic Association
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cc:

Representative John Culberson


Representative Martha Wong

         Mayor Bill White


City Council Member Anne Clutterbuck


City Council Member Peter Brown


METRO Board of Directors


Membership, Boulevard Oaks Civic Association
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